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In an unusua.l dlsplay of Senatorial-discouriesy,
Senators have refused the request of Sen. Morse
of Qregon for postponement:.of the vote to .con-
firm John McCone 23 director of the Central
Intelligence Agency. .

This action is fairly called unulual because’

of the special circumstances of Morse's sltuation.
He Is not away on personal business, a Junket or
a partisan political errand. He is In Punta del
Este, Uruguay, putting his considerable legal
acumen and political skills at the service of the
faltering U, S. effort to quarantine Cuba #s a
Comimunist threat to the American hemlsphere,

He is doing this as chairman of the American
Republics Affairs subcommitice of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. He was reluctant
to go to Uruguay, but Secretary of State Rusk
persuzded him it was his duty. Morse opposes
MceCone's confirmation and inuisted he must be
on hand for the vote. But he was assured by the
State Dept. thail it would all be over but the cele-

- brating at Punta del Este well before the sched-
uled McCone vote at 2 p.m. Wednesday.

As the most casusl reader of the néws knows,
the Punta del Este meeting—a conference of the
foreign wministers of the 21-nation Organization
ol American States—actually has been z dis.
couraging, exhausting affair. It has tarnished
U, 8. prestige and could well threaten the Ken:
nedy grand concept of an Alliance for Progress
16 develop the hemisphere. ‘
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Afier some compromise s finally sachieved,
5Sen, Morse will be o key figure in the effort -to
fain support from a justly lrritated Congress for

whatever steps the President then deckdes he
should talte.

That !s nnolher story. Except thlt 1 Ls bound

- cal struggle, its course

_known to the Senate {s that U, S. pollcy and tactics -

to be dlmcult. deffcate” and very probably deeply :
enmeshed in the nhlrpan_lng Gongresslonal politi-
da Eannot be foreseen,

conﬂdence and Is well

- What can be ‘sald

at Punty del Este wera no better than the Intel-
ligence tipon which Secretary Rusk and his aides
acted.  Similarly, the tralned politiciens who are
Senators pérceive that somrebody falled tp count
noses in advance of the crucial declsions that were
taken, with their resultant harm to American
leadershlp.

1t was surely clear to backers of the proposed
new head of Central Intelligence that Morse,
already disapproving, would return with an In.
*slder’s look at the intelligence offered American
negotfators and where It went wrong. All Senators
have a healthy respect for Morse as a lawyer -
and obscrver. e
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They chose not to give him a chance f{o fire * -
his new ammunitlon, such as it might be. Sen.
ators are now on notlce: that théy can. be pen
alized in matters of: moment to them persofially
If they venture upon ‘infernatlonal duly abroad.:
Sens. Dirksen and "Saltonstall, Republicans, ' -
were the objectors to the unanimous consent - °
sought for. pt;mstpm}‘es ‘of the McCone vote by -.
Democratlc Floor der Mansfleld. It was prob- ...
lf lgss a persghal repction than a Republican
lJy cision to help Republican McCone, :
Such mancuvers leave a blfter after-tadte with
untoward results. Many _Democrats are for | " -
McCone only because the President named himg - . -
they question the wisdom of the cholce on Vvarious
grounda. And in the’ Ser!atc particularly the-
Spanish proverb that ope bas no litile cnemies
applleq wlth pe(ullur Iorce K
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